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A. Context 

 

myCAT is a Computer-Assisted Translation (CAT) tool which has two essential uses: 

 It allows searching for terminology in previous documents and shows how terms were 
translated in their complete context; and 

 It detects whether some parts of a text to be translated were already translated in a previous 
document, and displays that reference document along with its translation. 

Thus myCAT is a tool which facilitates the re-use of previously-translated documents as a source of 
references for terminology and for whole phrases. 

This report describes how myCAT should be installed on a dedicated server running Windows 2008 
Server or Windows 7, 64-bit version.  myCAT might also run under the 64-bit version of Windows XP 
but this OS was not extensively tested. 

Please note that you need a zip utility on your server to perform the installation process. Windows 7 
comes with a built-in zip program; if you are running another version of Windows you can use a free 
tool such as 7-zip (http://www.7-zip.org/). 

 

B. Installation Procedure 

First you should download from Olanto’s publication server the following files: 

 Tools.zip 

 myCAT2.1.03.zip 
and extract them on your Desktop. 
 

1. Installing Java 7 

Perform a standard installation of Java on C:/Program Files/Java by executing the file called 
jdk-7-windows-x64.exe in the Tools folder. 

The defaults components should be accepted: 

 

 

http://www.7-zip.org/
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The installation process will also install the Java Runtime Environment (JRE). Accept the proposed 
default path: 

 

 

When the process is complete you should see this box : 

 

Click on the “Finish” button to close the box. 
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2. Installing Apache Tomcat 7.0.29 

 
Perform a standard installation of Tomcat on  
C:/Program Files/Apache Software Foundation/ Tomcat 7.0  
by executing the file called apache-tomcat-7.0.29.exe in the Tools folder. 

First you should accept the License Agreement by clicking on the “I Agree” button: 

 

 

Then the default components should be accepted by clicking on “Next”: 
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The following parameters should be used: 
 

 
 
Choose the password you want for the Tomcat Administrator Login and click on “Next”. Then accept 
the default path proposed for the Java program found on the computer: 
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Accept the default destination folder for the Tomcat program by clicking on “Install”: 

 

 

Complete the installation process by un-ticking the “Show Readme” line and clicking on the “Finish” 
button: 

 

The Tomcat is automatically launched as a service. 
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After the Tomcat is installed the following modifications must be made: 

 Replacing Roles and Users 

Find the following file and edit it (for example with WordPad, which comes with Windows):  
C:\Program Files\Apache Software Foundation\Tomcat 7.0\conf\ tomcat-users.xml 

 

 

The content of this file is the following: 

<?xml version='1.0' encoding='cp1252'?> 

<!-- 

  Licensed to the Apache Software Foundation (ASF) under one or more 

  contributor license agreements.  See the NOTICE file distributed with 

  this work for additional information regarding copyright ownership. 

  The ASF licenses this file to You under the Apache License, Version 2.0 

  (the "License"); you may not use this file except in compliance with 

  the License.  You may obtain a copy of the License at 

 

      http://www.apache.org/licenses/LICENSE-2.0 

 

  Unless required by applicable law or agreed to in writing, software 

  distributed under the License is distributed on an "AS IS" BASIS, 

  WITHOUT WARRANTIES OR CONDITIONS OF ANY KIND, either express or implied. 

  See the License for the specific language governing permissions and 

  limitations under the License. 

--> 

<tomcat-users> 

<user name="admin" password="****" roles="manager-gui" /> 

<!-- 

  NOTE:  By default, no user is included in the "manager-gui" role required 

  to operate the "/manager/html" web application.  If you wish to use this 

app, 

  you must define such a user - the username and password are arbitrary. 

--> 

<!-- 

  NOTE:  The sample user and role entries below are wrapped in a comment 

  and thus are ignored when reading this file. Do not forget to remove 

  <!.. ..> that surrounds them. 

--> 

<!-- 
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  <role rolename="tomcat"/> 

  <role rolename="role1"/> 

  <user username="tomcat" password="tomcat" roles="tomcat"/> 

  <user username="both" password="tomcat" roles="tomcat,role1"/> 

  <user username="role1" password="tomcat" roles="role1"/> 

--> 

</tomcat-users> 

 

Identify the piece of code which is highlighted in yellow above:  

<tomcat-users> 

<user name="admin" password="****" roles="manager-gui" /> 

 

Note: the password was hidden here but you should be able to see it in your file. 

Between those two lines, insert the following new line : 

<role rolename="manager-gui"/> 

 

So now the piece of code should look like this:  
<tomcat-users> 

<role rolename="manager-gui"/> 

<user name="admin" password="****" roles="manager-gui" /> 

Save the file and exit. 
 
 

 Increasing the maximum size of the WAR files 

Find the following file and edit it:  
C:\Program Files\Apache Software Foundation\Tomcat 7.0\webapps\manager\WEB-INF\web.xml 
 

 
 
 
Look for the following piece of code: 

<multipart-config> 

      <!-- 50MB max --> 

      <max-file-size>52428800</max-file-size> 

      <max-request-size>52428800</max-request-size> 

      <file-size-threshold>0</file-size-threshold> 

 </multipart-config> 
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Add "1" to the <max-file-size> and the <max-request-size> values so the new code 
looks like this: 

<multipart-config> 

      <!-- 50MB max --> 

      <max-file-size>152428800</max-file-size> 

      <max-request-size>152428800</max-request-size> 

      <file-size-threshold>0</file-size-threshold> 

 </multipart-config> 

This operation increases the maximum size allowed when deploying WAR files. 

 

3. Installing OpenOffice 3.4.0 

Perform a standard Installation of Open Office (32-bit version since there is no 64-bit version for 
Windows) by executing the file called Apache_OpenOffice_incubating_3.4.0_Win_x86_install_en-
US.exe in the Tools folder. 

OpenOffice first proposes to uncompress the installation files; accept that proposal by clicking on the 
“Next” button: 

 

Accept the default path to uncompress the installation files on your Desktop by clicking on 
“Unpack” : 
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OpenOffice will first install Microsoft Visual C++ 2008 Redistributable x64  9.0.30729.17 and 
x86 9.0.30411: 

 

 

 
Then the Installation Wizard will pop up; click on “Next”: 
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The following parameters should be used: 
 

 
Username: myCAT 
Organization: [entering an organization name is not compulsory] 
The program must be installed for all users. 

Click on “Next” and choose the typical installation mode: 
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Click on “Next” again, and then on “Install” to launch the installation process (you don’t have to 
create an icon on the desktop): 

 

 

When the process is completed click on the “Finish” button: 

 

 

The original destination folder was C:/Program Files (x86). 

The installation folder must then be manually copied to C:/Program Files in order to comply with 
the default path which is expected from other pieces of software. 



Page 13 of 24 
 

 

 

You can now delete the installation files which were placed on your Desktop. 
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IMPORTANT: AT THIS STAGE IT IS NECESSARY TO REBOOT YOUR COMPUTER SO AS TO COMPLETE 
THE TOOL INSTALLATIONS. 

4. Installing myCAT 

Simply uncompress the content of the file called myCAT2.1.03.zip into the C:/ root. Then rename the 
myCAT1.2.03 folder into MYCAT (in capital letters). The result must look like this: 

 

5. Deploying myCAT through the Tomcat 

When myCAT is unzipped to C:/ and all the configuration files are adapted, myCAT must be deployed 
through the Apache Tomcat: 

 Start the Tomcat (if it is not already running). This can be done by opening Windows' Services 
console (services.msc), locating the Apache Tomcat 7.0 line, and clicking on the Start Service 
link (or right-click, Start) (sorry, the screenshot shows a French version of the Services 
console): 
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Alternatively you can use the Apache console which is available from the bottom bar of you Desktop 
to start the Tomcat service: 

 

 

 When the Tomcat is started, open a browser and enter the following URL: http://localhost. 
The following environment is displayed: 

 

 

 

 

 

http://localhost/
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 Click on the "Manager App" button at the right of the screen. Your credentials to manage the 
Tomcat will be required. Enter "admin" as a login and the password you chose: 

  

 
 

 You will then access the Tomcat App Management environment: 
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Scroll down to the Section called "WAR file to be deployed" (sorry, the screenshots here show the 
French version).  

 

Click on the Browse button and choose the following file:  C:\MYCAT\dist\TranslationText.war 
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Then click on the Deploy button. When myCAT is deployed you should see that the application 
"TranslationText" was added to the Applications table: 

 

Then do the same with the following file:  C:\MYCAT\dist\mySelfQD.war.  As a result both 
applications should be deployed: 
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6. Starting, Stopping and Re-starting myCAT 

After the Tomcat is launched, the myCAT application can be started or re-started by double-clicking 
this file: 

C:/MYCAT/run/StartMYCATAgents.bat 

 

A Command box will open and various starting messages will be displayed. The application can be 
used when you see the message “Server is ready” at the bottom of the box: 
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Then you can launch a browser and type the following URL: http://localhost/TranslationText/#  

The home page of myCAT looks like this: 

 

Olanto's website contains some tips to perform a quick test on myCAT. For a more detailed use of 
the application, please refer to the Help file available from the Help button. 

myCAT can be stopped at anytime by double-clicking this file: C:/MYCAT/run/StopMYCATAgents.bat 

If you add new documents to C:/MYCAT/corpus/docs and you want them to be indexed immediately, 
you can double-click this file: C:/MYCAT/run/UPDATE and RESTART.bat 

7. Defining the Location of the Help File and of the Original Documents 

A Help file is available from myCAT’s GUI (Help button). Additionally, it is possible for users to display 
reference documents in their original format. The default paths must be defined in the Tomcat by 
copying the following files from C:/MYCAT/config: 

o original.xml 
o documentation.xml 

 

http://localhost/TranslationText/
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and pasting them into C:/Program Files/Apache Software Foundation/Tomcat 7.0/conf/ 
Catalina/localhost : 

 

 

8. Changing the Document Collections 

myCAT's corpus of reference documents is located here: C:/MYCAT/corpus/docs 

You can remove it and replace it with your own documents. The supported file formats are MS-Word 
(doc and docx files), Excel (xls but not xlsx at this stage), PowerPoint (ppt but not pptx at this stage), 
PDF (indexable, not graphic format), HTML and TXT. 

Please comply with the document classification and naming rules which are specified on Olanto's 
website.  You can group your documents into folders, which will automatically become collections in 
the Collection box. 

This distributed version of myCAT supports up to 65'000 documents and 250'000 different words. If 
you want to use more documents please contact the Olanto Foundation (info@olanto.org) to learn 
how to change the internal parameters of myCAT. 

After you changed completely the content of the “docs” folder, you must execute the following batch 
file: C:/MYCAT/run/CLEAR, UPDATE and RESTART.bat 

This action will convert your documents into TXT files, will segment and index them, and will build 
the alignment maps. It will then automatically re-start the Tomcat and myCAT. 

 

9. Final Installation Steps 

 
a. Scheduling the update process 

On a server permanently running, a daily Update and Restart process can be added to Windows’ Task 
Scheduler. For example it can be scheduled to start every day at 5:00 AM (it lasts only a couple of 
minutes) so that all the new documents are indexed before users start working in the morning. 

mailto:info@olanto.org
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b. Adding the Restart batch file to the Server Startup processes 

In order to automatically re-start myCAT when the server is re-started, the “Update and restart.bat” 
file can also be added to the scheduled tasks, with the trigger being “On System Startup”.  
 
The task must be granted the highest privileges and must be allowed to be executed even if no user 
is logged on. The task execution can be delayed by 2 minutes on server startup so as to give enough 
time for the Tomcat to be launched beforehand (as a service in automatic mode). 
 

10. Adding Languages 

The following languages are configured in this distributed version: English, French, Spanish, Arabic, 
Russian, Chinese. Alignment maps (built with the statistical machine translation tool called Moses) 
are only available for the following language pairs (in both directions) and all their combinations: 

English – French  English – Arabic 
English – Spanish  English – Russian  
English – Portuguese 

It is possible to add or remove languages to the initial list, but please note that the automatic 
alignment for the new languages will be performed on the basis of a simple geometric algorithm, not 
with any alignment map. 

In order to add a new language: 

a. Stop myCAT (C:\MYCAT\run\StopMYCATAgents.bat) and stop the Tomcat. 

b. In C:\MYCAT\corpus\docs\[relevant collection], add a few document pairs which 
include the new language. 

c. In C:\MYCAT\template\txt, create a new folder and name it according to the required 
ISO 639-1 language code1 on two letters. The default folder content is the following: 

 

d. In the newly-created folder, add an empty file so as to allow automatic copies of the 
folder (which are later performed by various batch files). You can copy such a file 
from an existing language folder; that file is called "watchdog.watch": 

                                                           
1
 http://www.loc.gov/standards/iso639-2/php/code_list.php 

http://www.loc.gov/standards/iso639-2/php/code_list.php
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e. In C:\MYCAT\config, edit the file called SEG_fix.xml and find the following line : 
<entry key="LIST_OF_SEG_LANG">EN AR FR ES RU ZH</entry> 

 Add the new 2-letter language code to that list and save the file. 

f. In C:\MYCAT\config, edit the file called IDX_fix.xml and find the following line : 
<entry key="ROOT_CORPUS_LANG">EN AR ES FR RU ZH</entry> 

 Add the new 2-letter language code to that list and save the file. 

g. In C:\MYCAT\run, double-click CLEAR, UPDATE and RESTART.bat 

The last step will convert, segment, index and map the new document pairs. When that process is 
completed you can open a new myCAT session in a browser. You should see the new language in the 
scroll-down language menus. Choose the relevant language pair and search for a term which you 
know exists in the new document pair you just added. 
 
Note: If that search does not retrieve the expected new document pair, take a look at the folder in 
C:\MYCAT\corpus\bad. This folder contains documents whose conversion into TXT failed; maybe 
your new document is in there. If so the document was probably corrupt or password-protected; 
remove it from the "bad" folder and put a new, readable document in the 
C:\MYCAT\corpus\docs\[relevant collection] folder. 
 
If you want to remove one or several languages, repeat phases a to f above but instead of adding a 
language folder you delete the relevant one(s). Then repeat phases g to k to re-segment, index and 
map the corpus. 
 

11. Moving the "corpus" and "data" folders to another location 

The system administrator may want to move the documents and their indexes and alignment maps 
to another location, for example to a different drive or to a file server (e.g. for security reasons). 

In the example below we will consider the case where the "corpus" folder (which contains all the 
source documents along with their converted and segmented versions) and the "data" folder (which 
contains all the indexes and alignment maps) will be moved to another drive called E: but this 
example should in principle be transposable to any other location. 

a. On the E: drive create a MYCAT (in capital letters) folder. Then move a sample of the 
C:\MYCAT\corpus and all the C:\MYCAT\data folder to E:\MYCAT. The rest of the 
"corpus" folder content should be stored somewhere safe (e.g. a temp folder) 
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b. In C:\MYCAT\config, identify all the files with an .xml extension, edit them and look 
for all the entries which contain the paths  C:/MYCAT/corpus and 
C:/MYCAT/data. 

Replace the paths with E:/MYCAT/corpus and E:/MYCAT/data and save the files. 

c. In C:\MYCAT\run, edit the following batch files:  
- conversion.bat 
- CreateANewTemplateDataEmpty.bat 
- CreateIndexAndMap.bat 
- delete conversion and segmentation.bat 
- delete index and map.bat 
- RestoreTemplateData.bat 

and replace the paths  
C:/MYCAT/corpus and/or C:/MYCAT/data by 
E:/MYCAT/corpus and/or E:/MYCAT/data 

and save the files. 

d. In C:\MYCAT\run, double-click StartMYCATAgents.bat just to check out that the new 
configuration parameters are operational. 

e. Add a new pair of documents and run conversion.bat to test the updating process. 

f. Run segmentation.bat 

g. Run UPDATE and RESTART.bat and perform a few search operations to check that 
the new documents are correctly integrated 

h. If everything works fine you can move the rest of the C:\MYCAT\corpus folder (which 
you had stored in a temp folder) to E:\MYCAT\corpus. Then in C:\MYCAT\run, 
double-click CLEAR UPDATE and RESTART.bat so as to integrate the newly-added 
documents. 

 
You can now perform a complete test of myCAT's various features to check out whether the new 
corpus and index locations are correctly taken in account. You should also test the "Original" button 
(after a reference document is displayed) to check whether the path to the original documents is 
correct. 


